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UAINT ARMY MAINTAINED l i
BY THE POPE
| AT THE VATICAN

Although no longer a territorial rov-
ereign, the Pope is nevertheless recognized
not only by the ltalian law of guarantees
but also by the world at large, as the
“Sovereign Pope,” enjoying all the priv-
ileges and attributes of kingship, includ-
ing that of maintaining armed troops.
Few persons, however, know that the

Yatiean is the most military ridden realm

in the universe

Yet so it is. France in time of war puts
8 per cent.of its citizens under arms, Italy
and Germany & per cent., Russia only
2 per cent., while the Vatican places 10
per cent. The Papal army when it is en-
tirely mobilized on grand occasions, such
as ceremonies in St, Peter's or during con-
claves, numbers about 700 soldiers to the
2.000 persons who inhapit the apostoli
il

Four years ago the question wae raised
as to whether the Holy See '} ada right to
be represented at The Hague Peace Con-

ace

ference, and although it might have been |

expected that the Powers would imme-
diately grant the application of Leo NI
it was ultimately reiceted on the plea that
he had no standing army. But the Grand
Diuke of Luxemburg wias represented, and
the total standing army of Luxemburg
consists of 150 soldiers and 150 gendarmes,
300 in all. whereas the pontifical army s
twice as numernnus, the Noble Guard, Swiss
and Palatine puards and gendarmes form-
ing a total armed force of 700 « flicers and
men

Of course the days are pest recall when
the Roman Pontiff was head of the church
militant in more senses than one and had
recoursa to very pomnted arguments in
ot and submission

order to insure v
to the Holy See. T!
ever again to sgee hishops and cardinala
Jeading the pontifical troops to battle, ora
sacond Pope Julius riding boldly into Mir-
andola through the breach, at the head
of his victorious soldiers

But men still live who have seen much
bhard fighting under the banner of the
aroased keys, for the Papal troops were
not idle under Pius IX., who, before enter-
fpag on the religious eareer which was
orowned by the tiara, was hims If a dash-
tng dragoon. led by Gen. Durando, the
pontifical eoldiers behaved  with  great
valor against the Austrians at Curtatone
and in other hotly contested engagements
during that short and glorious eampaign,
when for a moment it seemed as if the in-
dependence and unity of Italy might be

world is not likely

achieved with one great effort by the Italians |

themselves.

Hence it is not ouite fair that in the
popular songs and tales f the peninsula the
Papal soldiery are always the butt for
ridicule, as for instance, in one of the Tuxcan
pursery songs, in which the ditty runs that
a lazy person is lke the Papal soldicry,
needing a hundred to dig up one turnip.

After Pius IX.'s voltc face nothing but de~
the

feat or inglorious victores awalted
Papal arms, so that when the troops of the
Holy Sea surr ndered and were disbanded
in 1870 the great traditions of past ages
were already obscured and forgotten
Despite the law of guarantees, which
stipulated that the Pope should be allowed

1o retain a portion of his soldlers, the old

Papal regular army has not a single repre-

rentative among the various armed corps
now in the Vatiean Infantry of the line,
sharp olers, zouaves, all the praotical

elements of the pontifical army have been
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Indead, a body of Swiss mercenariea was
employed by Sixtus IV, to guard the Vati-
& i early as 1484, but the real corps of
Swiss Guards was founded by the warlike
Pontiff, Julius 1. He made a contract
with the cantons of Lucerns and Zurich
should furnish him with a per-
( r4, and this con-

\Uthough the Pope's Swiss Guards form

no exception to the so-called Swiss national

maxin “Poind d'argent, point de Suizse

upheld thair traditional
repitation for fidelity and dogged bravery
Wien the French aoldiers led by the Con-

1INVariaoly

stabla de Bourbon pillagad Rome in

the Swiss Guards defonded the Vatiean

with heroie tenacity, giving the Popo time
to excapa into the Castle of St. Angelo and
holding it agiainat overwhelming numbers

un il Cy wer Al ¥ G | Soreent)

4 i ns
1548 they again saved Pope Pius IX. and
the Quirinal Palaecs from destraction at
the hands of a mob.

The Swisd Guard is without doubt the
moat picturcsgque corpa in the Vatican or
it of it If it is trus, as tradition has
it, that Michel Angals designod the ex-
traordinary uniforms they wear, a sort of
patchwork of | lack, yellow and red stripes,
it may be surmisad that the misanthropic
painter perpetrated o grim joke at the
of the mereonary barbarians,
n his Latin spirit loathed.

Althougeh formerly conslating of 300 men,
the Swisa Guard has now beon reduced

It is commanded by a Colonel, in the pe:
m of Baron Meyer von Schauensee; a

Captain, a Lieutenant and two FEsenli
here are wlso six sergeants, six corporals

and four drmmmers

I'he duty of the Swiss i4 to guard the

Vatican Palaece, and they may be seen on

» at all the entrances.  On festive occa-

ions their bannor, blus, red and yallow
with the Papal cross kays, floats over the
bronza door that givas principal admit-

tance to the hugs aboda of the Popos

Despite their gaudy ocostume and the
|

fact that they figura conspiouously in pro
cessions and religious oeramonias, coverad
with armor and carrying halberds and
heavy medimval swords, the Swiss saldiers
e not merely ornamental, They are
armod, when on duty, with Remington
rifles, bayonets and revolvers, and nin_,

1

to see the names of the various characters
and who play them. His laugh is loud and
hearty and he {8 never slow to show his
pieasurs by olapping of the hands

When sometiung impresses him as very

funny, he will throw ok his head, open his

mouth, displaying those famous white teeth
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In one of his tricks he asked for the loan
of rings from persons in the audience
These rings he placed in a pistol, alter ay
parently hammering them out of shape
Then he fired the pistol at & box and later
took the ring: from the innermost of a

seTien of mahogany ocases, all of which
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With regard to their keeping watch
n the garden= an amusing tale is told.
It weern that Pape 1o N1 had ;\]lln'l‘d
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srapevine  which his  pardeners assured
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VR ATKINSON'S OMNISCIENCE.

Instde History of a Conrse of Lectures to
Farners on @ nstlage.

Henry Walis teilsthe following store
15 strative of the niscience of Edward
At Kinsnt } cady at all times to pro-

wdgrmer n ol theories of human

e late ( W. A Clapp. editor of the
Boston Journi nee told Mr. Watterson

w heand A n. who had known each

Her sinee i, always quarrelisd
f sy at t evesy publie aestion,
ilthough they managed to retain thete
per nat frier {

On one cocasion it appears that the ques-
L { {{oreattle wasa being

t { BETR \tkinson came to
1 i f UClagppand said

bt all thix talk aboud
o1 Lge { ix the stuff?”

( lapp. who bad been an amateur farmer,
cxplained of ;vw.-.-.l{rw-m-

t ned intently, and

a~ually remarked thad
the sl “1'
en,”™ Clapp would say in
vithin ten days I read
essing farmers' 'lqul"}fPQ
| its usex and laying down
aws nis own about it tor farmers to
lolow *
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